EU declares the implementation of SCCP findings compulsory

The Directorate General for Enterprise and Industry of the European Commission has published an LVD ADCO Declaration on January 22nd of this year stating that the recommendations of the SCCP report (see previous issues of TanBiz) shall be applied within six months from the publication of the Declaration, so as of July 23rd, 2007. More specifically the irradiance limit of 0,3 W/m2 (erythema rated) is mentioned and shall be applied for sunbeds operated within the EU and the associated EEA Member States.
Some background on what happened

Part 1

The starting point were the concerns by individual Member States such as Spain and Finland indicating that the Euronorm EN-60335-2-27 which is regulating sunbed use could not be regarded as safe due to missing irradiance limits. As a consequence the Spanish authorities have implemented a more restrictive national legislation in 2003 and among other points lowered the maximum effective irradiance limit down to 0,3 W/m2. The European Commission now, not having a harmonised situation in Europe anymore, put together an expert panel in order to specifically look at the irradiance limits. This expert panel, which could surely not be regarded as industry friendly, came out with a preliminary opinion of 0,7 W/m2 and was thus in line with the recommendations under the international IEC standard. 

Part 2

One has to understand that in politics health issues are usually dealt with in an emotional rather then logical way and that regulators rather tend to overprotect when put under pressure. The limit was consequently changed to 0,3 Wm2 in the final SCCP opinion after a public consultation process that was dominated by the European radiation protection authorities. Some high level EU bureaucrats now asked for a complete and fast implementation of the report, bypassing the normal route via the European standardization body CENELEC and by directly approaching the national market surveillance authorities within the frame of the LVD ADCO group. The normal transition time for any other industry to implement these changes via CENELEC would have been 3 – 5 years! For our industry it is 6 months!                        

Was the industry consulted?

Yes, the ESA was involved from the beginning and delivered hard facts, on paper and verbally in meetings with the EC, which were obviously taken into account by the SCCP experts in their preliminary opinion, but could not withstand the emotional debate that followed. 

Who will implement?

The national market surveillance authorities are now requested to implement this EU Declaration which they have agreed too. They are now responsible to put in place effective measures and will hopefully cooperate with our national member associations in this matter.     

What does all this actually mean now for our industry? 

Well, first of all we will have a harmonized situation again in Europe which is a good thing for the manufacturers. However, the short transition time might cause difficulties in adopting the appliances to the new limits. Saloon owners are highly depending on what the respective national market surveillance authorities are asking for and when they will ask for it. 

Is this all bad?
Definitely not! There is no other option then to look at the positive things here. The European Commission, the national authorities and the radiation protection authorities all have achieved what they wanted, a European-wide (over-) protection of the consumers. This should put an end to the often emotionalized press campaigns against our industry that in the past very often had heavy short-term impact. We have to take the opportunity to work on a better image for our industry and after all, there ARE positive effects of UV which should be further explored for the sake of the European citizens and their health!

Frank Harbusch, ESA Secretary General

